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The U.S. Army Soldier Show “Legacy” is now on the road for its 103-performance 2003 world tour. The troupe will perform in Monterey on Tuesday, September 9, at Ord Military Community’s Barker Theater. Doors will open at 6 p.m. with the performance starting at 7 p.m. Admission is free.  


Soldier Show musicians will perform varied numbers in rock, big band, jazz, country, gospel, Latino and Motown genres. Dancers will perform jazz, tap, ballet and a Native American hoop dance. Cast and crew members consist of active-duty National Guard and Army Reserve soldiers from 11 states. Their ranks range from private first class to first lieutenant


“Legacy” tours for six months, with shows in 21 states, the District of Columbia, Korea and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The Soldier Show got its start during World War I when composer Irving Berlin, serving at that time as a sergeant in the Army, created a show designed as “entertainment for the soldier, by the soldier.” Later in his career Berlin wrote “White Christmas” and “God Bless America,” among many other compositions. 


Today, the U.S. Army is the largest producer of non-commercial live theater entertainment in the world. In one fiscal year, October 2001 through September 2002, the Army staged 165 shows for a total 1,160 performances.  For more information about the Soldier Show, contact the Defense Language Institute Public Affairs Office at 242-6430.
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