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What 

Flyover during funeral 

 

Who 

for Capt. Matthew W. Bancroft, USMC

 

When

between 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 

(after 10 a.m. services at St. Angela Catholic Church

 in Pacific Grove)

 

Where

over Monterey City Cemetery

 

 

F-18s to honor fallen hero with Monterey Peninsula flyover

 

Four F-18s will arrive at Monterey Peninsula Airport Friday at 8:30 a.m. and take off to fly over the Peninsula at approximately11:30 a.m. to honor the memory of Capt. Matthew W. Bancroft and his family. 

Bancroft, 29, the pilot, was among the seven Marine crewmembers who died in the crash of a KC-130 near Shamsi, Pakistan, Jan. 9 in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

His funeral service will take place Feb. 1, 10 a.m., at St. Angela Catholic Church in Pacific Grove. Burial will follow at Monterey City Cemetery. The Presidio of Monterey’s Marine Corps Detachment will provide the Honor Guard. 

--30 –

(See biography, next page)

 Captain Matthew W. Bancroft was born on 6 July 1972, in Milwaukee, Oregon.  After graduating from Burney High School, Burney Shasta, California in 1990, he attended the United States Naval Academy, graduating with a B.S. in Economics and was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the United States Marine Corps in May 1994.
 

   In August 1994, Second Lieutenant Bancroft reported to The Officers Basic School in Quantico Virginia.  Upon graduation in January 1995, he reported to Naval Flight Training in Corpus Christi, TX.  Promoted to the rank of First Lieutenant in May of 1996, he earned his coveted wings of gold in October 1996.  He then received orders to Marine Corps Air Station, Cherry Point, NC where he trained in the KC-130 Hercules.
 

  After completing initial training in the KC-130, First Lieutenant Bancroft reported to Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron-152, Marine Corps Air Station El Toro, California in October 1997. He served as Adjutant, Legal Officer, and Flight Duty Officer.  In August 1998, he was promoted to the rank of Captain.  While with the Squadron, he participated in deployments to Jordan, Kenya, Egypt, and Kuwait, in support of Operations Edge Mallet and Eager Mace.
 

  Capt Bancroft made the move with the squadron from Marine Corps Air Station El Toro to Marine Corps Air Station Miramar.  After working in the squadron as a Flight Duty Officer, he then transferred to Marine Aircraft Group Eleven, where he served as the fixed wing air coordinator.
 

  Capt Bancroft was a Transport Plane Commander, Post Maintenance Check Pilot, and a Section Flight Lead.  He had accumulated more than 1500 total flight hours with 1300 flight hours in the KC-130.  He is survived by his wife, Mary Ellen, and their three children, Sean, Christian, and Bailey Madison.
(See picture, next page)
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